A Pastoral Letter from Fr. Mark Hanifan, Priest Moderator for the Bishop’s Right to Life Committee

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We read from the Charter for the Rights of the Family
, Article 4, that “human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception” and “children, both before and after birth, have the right to special protection and assistance, as do their mothers during pregnancy and for a reasonable period of time after childbirth.”  This right of the unborn or newborn child and his or her mother to special protection and assistance stems from being in an especially vulnerable and dependent state.  The corresponding duty to provide for this right falls upon able bodied members of our society capable of its fulfillment.  

You and I, as voters, especially as Christian voters, have the duty to participate in the political process in order to enact public policies and legislation that safeguard and promote human rights that flow from our God given dignity.  As such, we are included among those whose duty it is to promote and safeguard the right mentioned above when public policies and legislation currently being proposed will effect this right.

Right now, there is a radical pro-abortion bill before Congress called the “Freedom of Choice Act” or FOCA.  This bill sets out to abolish widely supported and constitutionally sound abortion regulations currently in place and prevent such measures from being enacted in the future.  The United States bishops are rallying all Catholics to inform themselves of this bill and actively oppose it.  This is not about opposing or promoting any particular party, it is about opposing a bill that undermines the rights of the family, in particular the rights of the unborn and newly born children.

You may be asking yourselves, “Why this bill in particular?  What about the other bills before Congress that violate the people’s rights?”  First of all, as stated before, this is a bill that attacks the rights of the most vulnerable among us in need of “special protection and assistance”.  Secondly, this is not just any issue at stake, it’s a fundamental right to life issue.  We must avoid the temptation of distorting the Church’s moral teaching through an attitude of “moral equivalency” which “makes no ethical distinction between different kinds of issues involving human life and dignity.  The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from the moment of conception until a natural death is always wrong and is not just one issue among many.  It must always be opposed.”
  

The Charter for Health Care Workers
, # 139-145, speaks clearly and profoundly about the need to give special attention to the problem of abortion:

“Abortion is a direct violation of the fundamental right to life of the human being and is an abominable crime.

“There is need to make explicit reference to suppression of life by abortion and its moral gravity because of the ease of recourse to this homicidal practice today and the ethical indifference towards it induced by a hedonistic and utilitarian culture — offspring of theoretical and practical materialism — which has spawned a truly abortionist mentality. 

“The Church, like every person who holds life dear, cannot become accustomed to this mentality, and she raises her voice in defense of life, especially that of the defenseless and unknown, which embryonic and fetal life is.

“The protection and acceptance of the expected child, its preference to all other values, is a decisive and credible witness which the Christian must give no matter what.”

We are now being called upon by the United States bishops to give witness to the value of protecting and accepting the unborn child by our active opposition to The Freedom of Choice Act.  Following is information the United States bishops are asking parishes to get out to Catholic voters.  I have personally used the information provided to contact my Representative and Senators and I urged their opposition to FOCA.  It is my hope that you will use this information to do the same.

With the Love of Christ,

Father Mark Hanifan

Priest Moderator for the Bishop’s Right to Life Committee
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