Membership Drive

Volunteerism Pulpit Speech

Good evening or Good Morning – My name is _____________, I am from ________________ and I would like to take a few minutes of your time to talk about volunteer work.  Have you been given a lot in your life?  Do you have many people to thank?  Would you like to give something back?  Do you have a need in your life and want to focus on assisting the parish and others in need?  Or you have taken on a lot and are having a hard time fitting in other activities or finding time for your family and need some help?

As baptized Catholics, all of us are called to take part in the service of the Church.  That’s a pretty large call to answer unless we have some sort of direction.   

It is a great joy to be a volunteer.  The tremendous feeling each of us receives when that smile occurs on another person because of something you did – but did not have to do.  When you can personally touch another human being and affect their life.  That’s when the fun begins.  I know many of you here today have experienced that feeling.  

There are numerous groups in the Parish focused on specific areas.  These organizations complement each other to make a strong and long lasting Parish.  From the Catholic Education for adults and children, to the___________________(Parish Ladies organization), to the Knights of Columbus.  Each of these areas and others give you a chance to give something back.  Each of us need direction and support groups to get us on  path and stay on that path.

 It is also too easy to say I helped as a volunteer once before.  But the need does not go away.  Again a support group is needed to keep us on the path.  Why do we attend Mass each Saturday or Sunday?  There are many reasons. While obviously part of the Catholic teachings, it is far more than that.  I need Fr. __________________ or another Priest each week to remind me of what it means to be a Catholic.  I need to be reminded each week with the homily and the readings on how to show my faith to others. 

So ultimately it is about helping each other.  When Fr. ______________, the parish, or the community has a need – you must understand your role and how to help.  Many times projects cannot be handled by one person.  

I have a solution.  I am most proud to be a member of - The Knights of Columbus.  We stand 5,000 members in our State and 1.7 million members strong internationally.   Together with our families, we support our parishes and priests, the right of the unborn, vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and other worthy activities.

Several of us are here this weekend to support Grand Knight ____________ and the other Knights in ____________________ to present the message of what the Knights are all about.  Each of the 12,000 Knights councils face challenges as does Grand Knight ___________________ where the needs far outweigh our resources to provide assistance.  We need new ideas and fresh hands to do the work of God.  

Each of us has been blessed with specific talents.  If we band together, we can accomplish far more than as individuals acting alone. The Knights of Columbus work together as a family: member and spouse, sons and daughters, young and elder, all instilled with the spirit of our founder Father Michael J. McGivney to provide for those in need.  

Fellow Catholics it is our spirit; it is our God given talents; it is our uncompromising dedication that can make a difference for our Church and for our community.

(example closing)

Please stay after Mass and come down to the social hall to learn more about the largest lay organization in the Catholic Church.  You can hear about some of the amazing success stories of what happens when we all work together as a group.  There will be an opportunity to join the Knights of Columbus at 1PM on Sunday afternoon.

Thank You for your time.

